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D2: PORT MACQUARIE EAST 
Application  
 
Section D2 applies to the land highlighted in Figure 59 below. 
 

 
Figure 59: Land subject to Section D2 
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D2.1: EAST PORT NEIGHBOURHOOD 
Section D2.1 applies to the land highlighted in Figure 60 below. 
 

 
Figure 60: Land subject to Section D2.1 

Strategic Context 

East Port extends from the eastern edge of the Town Centre to the northern edge of Flynn’s 
beach, comprising a range of functions and character within the precincts of Town Beach, Oxley 
Park, Windmill Hill, Lord Street and the Civic Precinct (including Council offices, pool and library). 
 
The following provisions provide guidance on how future development will meet the objectives of 
the Port Macquarie-Hastings Local Environmental Plan 2011 and add detail or in some cases 
replace the general provisions of Part C of this DCP. 
 
The following desired future character statements and structure plans for each precinct serve to 
guide assessment of development applications, Council’s contributions planning and future 
Council or community led projects. 
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Town Beach 
 
The Town Beach Precinct will continue to evolve into an urban precinct that supports tourist 
activity with a strong street grid culminating in landscape and foreshore views. 
 
Clarence Street is a transition to the CBD and will continue to develop a mixed use character, 
retaining a mix of both tourist and permanent residential apartment and hotel/motel buildings, 
with the north side of Clarence Street predominantly residential in this precinct. Development 
design will reinforce a clear distinction between the Port Macquarie Town Centre and the Town 
Beach Precinct, with each having their own discrete character.  Shop top housing will increase 
the residential population adjacent to the CBD.  
 
William Street’s mixed use urban characteristics will further develop with retail and commercial 
uses at ground level. Soft landscaping and the promotion of restaurants and cafes below 
residential buildings towards the eastern end will serve local and tourist needs. 
 
Church Street will become a higher density residential street with generous street tree planting. 
The view corridor to St Thomas Anglican Church will be retained and strengthened with building 
alignments, tree planting and the implementation of night lighting to key features and landmarks.  
 
Owen Street and Grant Street will link the foreshore to the southern precincts, while Munster 
Street will remain the key link from Town Beach to the Civic Precinct. Soft landscaping and street 
planting will enhance pedestrian amenity along these routes. 
 

 
Figure 61: Town Beach Precinct Structure Plan 
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Oxley Park  
 
The Oxley Park Precinct will remain a key East Port destination for recreational activities and the 
enjoyment of coastal open space by residents and visitors. 
 
Enhancements to the Maritime Museum grounds will better integrate this historic site with Oxley 
Oval. Upgrades to amenities at Oxley Oval will strengthen its role as a sports field of regional 
importance.  
Oxley Park will be transformed into an activity-rich, landscape-oriented destination with appeal to 
visitors and residents of all ages. 
 
Connectivity from east to west will be enhanced with a publicly accessible link from Owen Street 
to Pacific Drive. Northern foreshore views along Owen Street will be protected, and its function as 
a major north-south pedestrian link will be enhanced through street tree planting and soft 
landscaping.  
 
The character of the residential quarter to the west of Owen Street will be retained and enhanced 
through landscaping and street tree planting along Owen, Burrawan and Gordon Streets. 
 

 
Figure 62: Oxley Park Precinct Structure Plan 
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Windmill Hill 
 
The Windmill Hill Precinct will continue to evolve as a medium density residential precinct with a 
diverse range of housing types. Building forms along the northern and eastern edges of the 
precinct will reflect the higher landform in this area and form a distinct edge to the open space, 
stepping down in height towards the west. 
 
The eastern end of Burrawan Street and northern end of Pacific Drive will be developed with 
sensitive building design that reduces their visual impacts on views from the public domain and 
on open space. 
Home Street will link the neighbourhood to the Town Centre and the landscape view corridors to 
the west will be further enhanced through tree planting and soft landscaping.  
 
Owen Street will be strengthened as the main north-south link through the precinct with tree 
planting and soft landscaping. 
 
Burrawan Street will have higher densities between Owen Street and Pacific Drive creating a 
consistent edge to the school and Oxley Park, and could become a green focal point for 
community activity through the planting of edible streetscaping. 
 

 
Figure 63: Windmill Hill Precinct Structure Plan 
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Lord Street 
 
Lord Street will further develop its identity as an important activity corridor for the East Port 
neighbourhood. Over time Lord Street will see an increase in higher-density building types which 
should include shop-top dwellings so that lower-level street activation and commercial activity 
can be further strengthened. This type of housing will retain the street’s mixed use character, 
strengthen its role as an activity corridor and provide a consistent and legible built form edge for 
Lord Street.  
 
Small pockets of lot amalgamation will occur to promote more useful land parcel sizes that will 
sustain desired commercial uses into the future. The corridor of taller building height that occurs 
as Lord Street progresses northwards will be further strengthened through a future increase in 
building heights between Burrawan and Gordon Streets. This will provide a legible edge between 
coastal development on the hill, and the hinterland suburbs to the south. Where appropriate, the 
addition of street trees, landscaping and safe pedestrian crossings will assist in improving the 
pedestrian experience. 
 

 
Figure 64: Lord Street Precinct Structure Plan 
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Wrights Creek 
 
The Wrights Creek Precinct will remain a hinterland residential precinct with a low-density mix of 
residential types, including houses, villas, town-houses and apartments.  
 
The neighbourhood’s parkland setting will be preserved and enhanced, and over time small 
improvements to the public domain will increase pedestrian penetration through the 
neighbourhood.  
 
Pedestrian activity will be further enhanced through strengthened landscape connections 
between Mallawa Crescent, Home Street and Grant Street.  
 
Soft landscaping improvements in the form of edible streetscaping to Burrawan Street and Grant 
Street could create community focus and activity for the precinct. 
 

 
Figure 65: Wrights Creek Precinct Structure Plan 

  



Development Control Plan 2013  page 202 

Civic Precinct 
 
The Civic Precinct will evolve into a cohesive, strongly identifiable civic centre for Port Macquarie 
and the East Port neighbourhood. Consistent and large-scaled street tree planting to Gordon 
Street will improve Port Macquarie’s civic address and define the edge of Macquarie Park.  
 
Taller building heights along Gordon Street will spatially define Gordon Street as an edge 
between the Town Centre neighbourhood and the Civic Precinct and lower scale residential 
neighbourhoods to the south.  
 
The Gordon Street local centre will be strengthened over time with new mixed use development, 
an improved public domain edge along Gordon Street and Munster Street which could include 
strategically placed safe pedestrian crossings.  
 
The pedestrian experience along Grant Street would be improved by soft landscaping 
embellishments that could potentially include edible streetscaping, a community-driven feature 
that would strengthen links between schools, the university and residents in the area.  
 

 
Figure 66: Civic Precinct Structure Plan 
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Development Guide  

Precinct Structure Plans 
211. Objective  

• To ensure that development occurs in accordance with the desired future character of the 
East Port neighbourhood. 

Development Provisions  
a) Development is generally in accordance with the precinct structure plans shown in the 

previous section 
 

Lot Size and Frontage 
212. Objective  

• To ensure that development is carried out on sites that are adequate size and dimension. 

• To maximise the potential of land to achieve the desired floor space and to deliver greater 
housing capacity within the neighbourhood. 

• To enable design quality and adequate amenity within the site and between neighbours. 

• To ensure that on-site parking requirements can be adequately met. 

• To avoid isolated sites. 

Development Provisions  
a) The minimum lot width for residential apartment buildings is: 

18 metres where: 

− the proposed building height is not greater than 14.5 metres and minimum side 
setbacks are satisfied, or 

− the site has multiple street frontages, or 
− requirements for on-site parking, setbacks, separation and deep soil can be 

achieved,  
OR 

22 metres 
Note:  
Where minimum lot width cannot be achieved, applicants are encouraged to consider amalgamation with 
an adjoining lot. Where amalgamation is not possible, the maximum height of building and floor space 
ratio denoted in the local environmental plan may not be achieved. 
 

Building Height 
213. Objective  

• To provide for finer grain neighbourhood level guidance in assessment of building heights 
under the local environmental plan, ensuring development responds to the desired scale and 
character of the street and precinct. 

• To reduce the visual impact of buildings on coastal views from the public domain. 

• To encourage buildings that are not overbearing on adjacent open space. 
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Development Provisions  
General 
a) Buildings do not exceed the maximum height of buildings shown in the local 

environmental plan maps. 

b) Development from 2 to 10 Burrawan Street and from 5 to 9 Pacific Drive 

c) Where buildings exceed three storeys, the upper storey is set back from the front facade 
of the building by three metres. 

 

Streetscape and Front Setbacks 
214. Objective  

• To ensure a consistent streetscape along key streets. 

• To reduce the visual impact of buildings on coastal views from the public domain.  

• To ensure buildings are not overbearing on adjacent open space. 

Development Provisions  
a) Northern side of Clarence Street, east of Munster Street 

− Setback to Clarence Street is 3 metres. 

b) Southern side of Clarence Street, between Munster and School Streets 

− A zero street setback is provided 

c) Southern side of William Street, between Murray and Grant Streets 

− Setback to William Street is 2 metres. 

d) Development from 2 to 10 Burrawan Street  

− For lots with dual frontage to Burrawan and Windmill Streets, buildings are to address 
Burrawan Street as their primary frontage. 

e) Development from 5 to 9 Pacific Drive 

− Setback to Pacific Drive is a minimum of 6 metres.  

 

Side and Rear Setbacks 
215. Objective 

• See Objective 61. 

Development Provisions  
a) Party wall development is to be used along the south side of Clarence Street where within 

the Town Beach Precinct. 

b) Party wall development is not appropriate in other areas within the East Port 
Neighbourhood. 

c) Where there is a zone change at the rear of the site to the R1 General Residential Zone, 
any storey above 11.5 metres in height is set back a further 3 metres from the rear 
boundary. 
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Waste Management 
216. Objective  

• To minimise the impact of waste management facilities on adjoining properties. 

Development Provisions  
a) Communal bulk waste facilities are required for residential apartment development 

where collection is proposed from Windmill Street regardless of number of dwellings. 
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D2.2: FLYNN’S BEACH PRECINCT  
Section D2.2 applies to the land highlighted in Figure 67 below. 
 

 
Figure 67: Flynn's Beach Precinct and Sub Precinct areas 

 

Strategic Context  

The DCP also identifies five precincts within the larger Flynn’s Beach Precinct with desired urban 
outcomes for each of these.  Any development proposed in these precincts must demonstrate 
how it will contribute to achieving the desired future character. 
 
Flynn’s Beach Activity Area 
 
Exiting Character 
The Flynn’s Beach Activity Area is focussed on a small cluster of shops, including a corner store, 
a video shop, bottle shop and restaurant. It is adjacent to the very popular Flynn’s Beach. The 
Activity Area is located in low area, close to the Wrights Creek Valley open space system. The 
apartment buildings in the area are of a varied age and condition. 
 
Desired Future Character  
Redevelopment in the Flynn’s Beach Activity Area is to be stimulated, resulting in a slightly 
expanded retail strip with shop top housing, both along Pacific Drive and Flynn Street. 
Redevelopment of non-strata titled sites is desirable, optimising increased heights and density 
controls. 
 
Pacific Drive 
 
Existing Character 
Pacific Drive is presently characterised by a mix of housing and tourist accommodation types. The 
predominant building type is detached houses. Recently, a number of large detached houses 
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have been developed just north of Flynn’s Beach. To the south of Flynn’s Beach there are some 
inappropriately designed residential/tourist apartment buildings. 
 
Desired Future Character 
Pacific Drive shall be developed, clearly defining the eastern extent of Port Macquarie. Slightly 
increased heights shall be permitted in relation to adjacent blocks to help define this edge, and 
define the ridgeline. 
 
It is desirable that pedestrian amenity is improved to compliment the likely high quality of design 
in this precinct. 
 
Rocky Beach 
 
Existing Character 
The Rocky Beach Precinct has dramatic topography with extensive views to the west and south 
west across Port Macquarie. The precinct largely comprises detached housing. 
 
Desired Future Character 
The scale of development in Rocky Beach will typically range from town houses to small 
apartment buildings, responding to the topography and access to views to the west. 
 
Lord Street Mid 
 
Existing Character 
The character of the portion of Lord Street, between Roto Park, and Burrawan Street is defined 
by the relatively low building heights, and its location within the valley. Lord Street is lined by a 
mixture of detached houses, some villas, and a number of low commercial offices, such as 
medical centres. 
 
Desired Future Character 
It is appropriate that the Lord Street mid precinct allow for some lower ground commercial uses, 
optimising access and exposure to this main axial road. Relatively lower heights are appropriate 
in this precinct, responding to the valley condition. 
 
Lord Street South 
 
Existing Character 
The Lord Street South Precinct is comprised mostly of detached houses with some apartments. 
Development is low, generally not extending beyond two storeys in height. 
 
Desired Future Character 
It is proposed that the existing character is maintained in this precinct, whilst encouraging a 
small increase in heights to Lord Street, so as highlight the significance of this road. The local 
high point, and importance intersection of Lord Street and Yarranabee Road is to be emphasised 
with a small increase in height.  
 

Development Guide  

The large 2000m2 blocks of Port Macquarie result in deep lots with minimal frontages, and in 
development such as villas running along lots. These developments are difficult to access, have 
poor street address, and have privacy issues between dwellings on adjacent sites. Introducing 
streets into these large blocks is highly desirable to allow for better building types, with improved 
street address as well as improved pedestrian access. 
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There are many underdeveloped sites in eastern Port Macquarie with the potential for 
redevelopment. Many of these sites are adjacent to significant open spaces. It is highly desirable 
that where a large site is to be developed, that a master plan is prepared, and that where the site 
is adjacent to open space, that public road is developed adjacent to the open space. This will 
optimise public access to the open space, and will allow for high quality address to the proposed 
dwellings opposite, addressing the open space. 
 

Application of Bonuses - Through Block Connections and Park-edge Streets 
217. Objective  

• New connections in the form of public streets are desirable to permit better quality 
development and improved access. 

Development Provisions  
a) Relaxation of one or a number of controls may be considered depending on the merits of 

the proposal so as to achieve a new public through-block connection and/or park-edge 
street. Preferred location for site links/roads are identified in Figure 68. 

b) Other sites may be considered where it can be demonstrated that higher quality 
development can be achieved, and where there are clearly demonstrable benefits to the 
access within, and the quality of the public domain. 

 

 
Figure 68: Opportunities for through site links/roads 

  


