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Friday 10th April, 2015 
 
The General Manager 
(Att: Ida Vaai) 
Port Macquarie-Hastings Council 
PO Box 84 
Port Macquarie  
NSW 2444 
Delivery via: Email [Ida.Vaai@pmhc.nsw.gov.au]  

 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
RE: Project Ecologist Supervision of Removal of Vegetation/Trimming, Gravel Tip 

Road, Dunbogan, N.S.W. 

 As requested, we undertook the required pre-clearing surveys and supervised the felling and 
trimming of vegetation along Gravel Tip Road, Dunbogan. Clearing activities were 
undertaken in accordance with the EPBC Act requirements (EPBC 2013/6757). 

The pre-clear survey involved a thorough inspection of trees for Koalas within a 100m radius 
of all works. Vegetation within a 50m radius was also searched by the ecologist with a focus 
on the clearing area for signs of nesting fauna (eg. bird nests, Ringtail Possum dreys and tree 
hollows). Surveys were undertaken at least 30 minutes prior to the commencement of tree 
clearing or trimming. The ecologist remained on site until clearing was complete each day.  

Clearing was undertaken by qualified and experienced arborists. Climbers were not permitted 
to use climbing hooks in their shoes as this can damage trees and potentially spread disease. 
Arborists also used a crane with a man-box during the clearing process.  

During clearing operations, one Common Ringtail possum emerged from a hollow. This 
animal escaped unharmed. No fauna were harmed or killed during clearing processes by the 
arborists.  

One Koala was sighted on the 10/2/15 approximately 40m from the intended zone of clearing. 
The animal was resting in a Swamp Mahogany and remained there that day without any signs 
of disturbance. Sex was not able to be determined due to the position of the animal.  

Refer to the following photos to illustrate clearing and marking methods, and monitoring data. 

  



 

Figure 1: Arborists trimming vegetation. 

 

  



 

Figure 2: Hollow which contained a Common Ringtail possum. 

 

 

 



 

Table 1: Dates and times of works 

Date Ecologist 
Surveys 

Commenced 
Works Finished 

10/2/15 Rebecca Montague-Drake 06:30 14:30 

11/2/15 Will Steggall 07:00 15:30 

12/2/15 Rebecca Montague-Drake 06:30 15:30 

13/2/15 Rebecca Montague-Drake 07:00 13:30 

7/4/15 Nathan Boyd 09:30 15:30 

8/4/15 Nathan Boyd 07:00 15:00 

9/4/15 Nathan Boyd 07:00 15:00 

Table 2: Fauna records 

Date Easting Northing Species Comments 

10/2/15 481538 6497872 Tawny Frogmouth Two animals roosting in a 

Melaleuca to be cleared. Upon 

approach by the ecologist, the 

birds flew off. 

10/2/15 481535 6497879 Bird Nest Bird nest present in tree to be 

cleared, The Ecologist inspected 

the nest prior to the tree being 

cleared. The nest was 

unoccupied and old. 

10/2/15 481536 6497875 Common Ringtail 

Drey 

Drey present in tree to be 

cleared, The Ecologist inspected 

the drey prior to the tree being 

cleared. The drey was 

unoccupied and old. 

10/2/15 482136 6497819 Koala A Koala was seen 38m from the 

zone of intended clearing (and 

much further from where the 

clearing occurred that day). The 

sex could not be determined 

given the animal’s position. The 

Koala was resting in a Swamp 

Mahogany. It did not move that 

day. 



 

Date Easting Northing Species Comments 

11/2/15 481383 6497856 Common Ringtail A possum emerged from a 

Cheese Tree that was being 

cleared. Will Steggall was 

satisfied that the animal escaped 

uninjured. 

12/2/15 481387 6497791 Hollow Two potential hollows were seen 

in a Cheese Tree. The Ecologist 

remained close watch while this 

tree was felled. No animals 

emerged. Once the tree was 

felled, the hollows were 

inspected. They were knots with 

no depth. 

13/2/15 481366 6497674 Bird Nest The bird nest was inspected by 

the Ecologist before the tree was 

felled. It was unoccupied and 

very old. 

13/2/15 481375 6497689 Common Ringtail The ecologist inspected the drey 

before the tree was felled. It was 

old and unoccupied. 

13/2/15 481711 6497854 Common Ringtail On the 10/2/15 Rebecca 

identified a hollow she believed 

to contain a Common Ringtail. 

The hollow was in the lower 

section of a branch which 

required the upper sections to be 

trimmed. Will Steggall saw the 

Ringtail on the 11/2/15. On the 

13/2/15, Rebecca worked with 

the clearing contractor to ensure 

that the hollow was maintained 

and that no animals emerged 

from the tree while the trimming 

was being undertaken. 

 

  



 

I trust this meets your informational needs.  

Yours faithfully, 

Jason Berrigan, 
B. Nat. Res. (Hons).Grad. Cert. (Fish.).  
MECANSW, MRZSNSW, MABS, MAHS, MAPCN, MRBIA 

Principal Ecologist, Naturecall Environmental 
 
 


